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Ya'acov Levy passed away on his fifty-second birthday, December 23. The

cancer he fought against for two years finally overcame him.

Ya'acov was wise, modest, noble, a man of words — a man of few words,

a gifted lexicographer. He usually preferred not to talk or write about his

dictionary-making but let it speak for itself. Indeed, he has had a decisive
impact upon English/Hebrew lexicography in Israel in the past two decades,

and his dictionaries are in practically every home.

Ya'acov Levy died young, before having realized his finest dictionary dreams.

His legacy shall live on.
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Ya'acov Levy assisted Joseph Reif in editing the first
semi-bilingual Hebrew edition of Oxford Student’s Dictionary of
Current English published in 1986. The two worked together on the
second edition published in 1993, and Raphael Gefen joined Ya'acov
Levy on the third edition published in 2003.
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DICTIONARY FOR
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First Edition 1986
A.S. Hornby

with the assistance of:
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824 pages

ISBN 965-307-000-2 /
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Second Edition 1993
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904 pages
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Third Edition 2003
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984 pages
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Kernerman Publishing
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After pr eparing a semi-bilingual Hebrew edition of
Oxford Elementary Learner’s Dictionary of English, published in 1991,
Ya'acov Levy wrote Passport Junior English Learner’s Dictionary,
edited by Raphael Gefen. The Hebrew edition appeared in 1996 and has
since been followed by versions for Chinese, Czech, Danish, Estonian,
Greek, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian,
Spanish, Thai, Turkish and more to come.
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LEARNER’S
DICTIONARY

Lexicographer and
Translator: Ya'acov Levy
Editor: Raphael Gefen
509 + 144 pages

ISBN 965-307-029-0
Kernerman Publishing
and Lonnie Kahn

Tel Aviv 1996
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The bllingual Oxford English-Hebrew Hebrew-English
Dictionary, published in 1995, was a simple translation dictionary
that Ya'acov Levy would have turned into a comprehensive bilingual
one. A reduced but updated edition appered in 2003, Oxford Pocket
Dictionary English-Hebrew Hebrew-English, and an extracted Oxford
Mini Dictionary English Hebrew is just being published.
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