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he African association for

Lexicography (Afrilex) was
established in 1995 after a feasibility
study for a lexicographical institute for
Southern Africa indicated a keen interest
in a unifying body among lexicographers
and members of related professions.
Dr Reinhard R.K. Hartmann chaired
the inaugural meeting, and officially
announced the birth of a new member
of the Lex family.

Afrilex is managed by a Board elected
biennially by the members present at a
General Meeting of the association.
Membership is open to individuals and
institutions who have an interest in
lexicography. The current membership
stands at 60 individuals and 8 corporate
members. The board consists of the
president, vice-president, secretary,
treasurer, four non-officers and the
conference convener.

The aims of Afrilex include the
promotion and coordination of research,
study and teaching of lexicography by
means of publishing a journal, Lexikos,
and other appropriate literature,
organizing regular conferences and
seminars that offer opportunities for
exchange of ideas and for mutual
stimulus to researchers and practitioners
in the field of lexicography, and
facilitating the participation in tutorials
and training courses.

Afrilex seeks to develop cooperation
with other international associations
for lexicography as well as with local
associations that are interested in the
study of language.

The 21st annual International
Conference of Afrilex is held in July
2016 in Tzaneen, South Africa.

Lexikos (ISSN 2224-0039) is the
official mouthpiece of Afrilex, the
editor being an ex-officio member of the
Board. All contributions are indexed by
the Thomson Reuters Web of Science
Citation Index and are freely available
online (http://lexikos.journals.ac.za/
pub/).

In its first twenty years of existence
Afrilex has bestowed Honorary
Membership on the following members:
Prof. A.C. Nkabinde, Prof. Rufus
Gouws, Dr Johan du Plessis, and Dr
Mariétta Alberts.

http://afrilex.africanlanguages.com/
homelex.html/
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he Asian Association for

Lexicography (Asialex) was
established at the initiative of Gregory
James and Amy Chi on 29 March
1997, during the Dictionaries in Asia
conference at Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology, with the aim
of fostering scholarly and professional
activities in the field of lexicography
and facilitating the exchange of
information and ideas through meetings,
publications, etc. Membership is open to
any person or institution.

The first executive board was elected
at that inauguration meeting, and the
President, HUANG Jianhua, convened
the first conference in Guangzhou
(1999). From then on, elections were not
held again, and usually the convener of
each conference was named president
for two years, until the voting process
was renewed in Kyoto 2011.

Asialex is governed by an executive
committee that is elected for two-year
terms, consisting of a president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer,
and three more members as well as
four ex-officio members including the
immediate past president, journal editor,
and conveners of next two conferences.

Lexicography — Journal of Asialex
is published biannually since 2014
by Springer, in print and online, and
membership is connected to the journal
subscription. Until then, the activity
of Asialex focused almost entirely
on holding biennial international
conferences. In addition to conference
proceedings, a newsletter appeared in
the first years and collections of papers
from two conferences were published as
well. Since 2015, conferences started to
be held once a year, with the tenth taking
place in Manila 2016, and the next one
due in Guangzhou in 2017.

The challenges facing Asialex and
achieving its goals are inherent in
Asia’s non-homogeneity on multiple
levels. This vast geographical region
is composed of different areas often
disconnected from each other, and its
enormous linguistic diversity is often
under-resourced, under-researched or
under-represented. Traditionally Asialex
has had stronger presence of the eastern
parts and much less of central, south
and western Asia. Overcoming the
challenges would uncover and leverage
their resourcefullness.

http://asialex.org/

ASIALEX

The Asian Association for Lexicography

he Australasian Association
for Lexicography (Australex)
was founded in 1990 as a companion
association to Euralex. It is committed
to the development of lexicography in
all languages of the Australasian region.
Its interests include:
e dictionaries of all kinds
the theory of lexicography
the history of lexicography
the practice of dictionary-making
dictionary use
endangered languages
Revivalistics
terminology and terminography
corpus lexicography
computational lexicography
sign language
e lexicology
Membership consists mainly of people
from Australia, New Zealand and the
Pacific Islands, but also from many other
countries, including Japan, South Africa,
Spain, the UK and Zambia. Australex
includes career lexicographers, students
of lexicography, researchers into
dictionaries, publishers, teachers and
people who just like dictionaries.

The association is governed by a
committee of 10 members, who are
elected every two years during the
biennial conference. It consists of a
President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer, five officers and the immediate
past President. Membership is free.

Until 2009, meetings were held
regularly every one or two years,
in addition to specific conferences
(e.g. on Australian placenames of
indigenous origins) and workshops
(e.g. on dictionary writing). Since then
conferences have been held biennially,
in either Australia or New Zealand. The
next conference is planned for August
2017 in the Cook Islands. It is hoped
that this location will extend the range
of Australex and involve speakers of
more language groups, particularly
endangered ones. The conferences are
usually small, which has the benefit
of promoting close collaboration and
networking, with the opportunity
for delegates to attend most of the
presentations. One or more student
bursaries are offered to help with
conference attendance.

Australex has one self-publication
of peer-reviewed papers from its 2013
conference, entitled Endangered Words
and Signs of Revival (2014).

http://adelaide.edu.au/australex/

AUSTRALEX



he Dictionary Society of North

America (DSNA) was founded in
1975 to foster scholarly and professional
activities relating to dictionaries,
lexicography, and lexicology and to
bring together people interested in the
making, study, collection, and use of
dictionaries. DSNA’s principal activities
include a biennial conference, a biannual
newsletter, a website, and a journal.
DSNA sponsors a lexicography course
at the Linguistic Society of America
Summer Institute and funds a fellowship
for a student to attend. Occasional
informal local meetings for members
have begun, and outreach efforts to
promote better public understanding of
lexicography are underway. DSNA is
a member of the American Council of
Learned Societies.

A president, vice-president, and
executive secretary are DSNA’s officers
and with four elected at-large members
constitute the executive board, with the
immediate past president an ex-officio
member. The journal and newsletter
editors regularly participate in the
conference calls of the board and report
to DSNA’s publications committee
each month. Other committees address
finance, nominations, membership, etc.
Currently, DSNA enrolls about 250
individual and institutional members.

Dictionaries—DSNA’s journal —
aims to represent the best research
in lexicography and lexicology,
including history, theory, and practice
of lexicography, and the design and
use of dictionaries and related works of
reference. It publishes peer-reviewed
articles, invited contributions, book
reviews, reports of reference works
in progress, and occasional forums.
Published annually, it has in recent years
averaged 285 pages; a move to biannual
publication is under consideration. The
journal is indexed in MLA Bibliography,
Linguistics and Language Behavior
Abstracts, and Linguistics Abstracts;
all issues are accessible through Project
MUSE.

DSNA derives its revenue from
membership fees, journal royalties,
and gifts. Student memberships
are free of charge. Both financially
and programmatically the biennial
conferences are the responsibility of the
host institution.

http://dictionarysociety.com/

he series of conferences on

electronic lexicography in the 21st
century (eLex) was started in 2009 by
Sylviane Granger in response to this
emerging field. Initially, the conference
(at Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium) was
conceived as a one-off event, however its
success and calls from the lexicographic
community for a follow-up prompted
Iztok Kosem and Simon Krek to turn
it into a biennial conference series.
The subsequent conferences in Bled,
Slovenia (2011), Tallinn, Estonia
(2013), and Herstmonceux Castle, UK
(2015) thus focused on different topical
issues and attracted increasing numbers
of participants from all over the world.

As elex is not an association, it does
not have an official board, a membership
fee, etc, but there is an unofficial
committee consisting of chairs of
organisational committees of previous
conferences. The committee offers local
organisers of the next eLex conference
advice on and help with organisational
matters. Furthermore, members of the
committee maintain the eLex website,
which provides links to the webpages
of all previous conferences, including
proceedings, programmes and other
relevant information on related
activities.

The eLex conferences have always
promoted interdisciplinarity, bringing
together specialists in dictionary
publishing, corpus lexicography,
software development, language
technology, language learning and
teaching, translation studies, and
theoretical and applied linguistics.
There has also been a constant effort
put into the dissemination of topical
developments and issues in (electronic)
lexicography among members of the
community worldwide. An important
part of achieving this goal have been
videorecordings of the presentations
and round tables which have been
made freely available on the conference
websites.

The next eLex conference will be
hosted by the Institute of the Dutch
Language and held in Leiden, the
Netherlands, in the second half of
September 2017. Further announcements
with more detailed information will be
made on the eLex website and posted on
relevant mailing lists.

https://elex link/

eLex

he European Assoction for

Lexicography (Euralex)
brings together people working in
lexicography and related fields. In the
rapidly-changing world of language
analysis and language description, it
provides a forum for the exchange
of relevant ideas. Though based in
Europe, Euralex has a worldwide
reach and a worldwide membership.
Its members include lexicographers,
reference publishers, corpus linguists,
computational linguists, academics
working in relevant disciplines, software
developers, and anyone with a lively
interest in language.

Euralex holds a major conference
every two years, and also sponsors
smaller events on specific areas within
the broader field. The first conference
was held in Exeter, UK, in 1983 and
since then there have been conferences
on a regular basis in 13 different
countries all over Europe — the 17th to
be held in Thilisi, Georgia, in September
this year. Euralex has created a digitized
version of all the papers from its past
conferences, freely available from its
website.

Euralex maintains a discussion list
for the exchange of views on anything
of interest to people working in
lexicography and related fields. The list
is public and not limited to members. It
also maintains a public Facebook page.

In cooperation with Oxford University
Press, Euralex is responsible for the
International Journal of Lexicography,
a leading peer-reviewed academic
journal that appears four times a year.
Interdisciplinary as well as international,
it is concerned with all aspects of
lexicography, including issues of
design, compilation and use, and with
dictionaries of all languages, though the
chief focus is on dictionaries of the major
European languages — monolingual and
bilingual, synchronic and diachronic,
pedagogical and encyclopedic.

Euralex is governed by an executive
board consisting of up to nine elected
members, including four principal
officers (President, Vice President,
Secretary-Treasurer and Assistant
Secretary-Treasurer), elected at each
general meeting from among its
members. The general meeting is held in
connection with the biennial conference.

http://euralex.org/
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