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Editor | Ilan Kernerman

The GLOBALEX Workshop on Lexicographic Resources and 
Human Language Technology (http://ailab.ijs.si/globalex/) 
took place as part of LREC 2016 at Portorož, Slovenia on May 
24 and constituted the first live step in forming an overall global 
constellation for lexicography. The initiative was launched 
nine months earlier at a meeting held during the fourth eLex 
conference in the UK in August 2015, and has drawn the 
support of lexicographic associations worldwide.

The full-day workshop was sponsored by the associations for 
lexicography of Africa, Asia, 
Australasia, Europe and North 
America (Afrilex, Asialex, 
Australex, Euralex, DSNA), 
and the eLex conference series 
on electronic lexicography in 
the 21st century. It set out to explore standards for lexicographic 
resources and their incorporation in new language technology 
and other solutions as part of knowledge systems and 
collaborative intelligence. The workshop was attended by 
about 60 participants, included 16 twenty-minute sessions 
and concluded with a roundtable about the future of Globalex.

The core idea of Globalex is to work on lexicography in 
global contexts and bring together different segments that 
operate on their own – on regional, topical or any other level 
– to cooperate.

It is hoped that Globalex can facilitate knowledge sharing and 
cooperation among its members and with others concerned 
with language and language technology, promote the 
creation, research, exchange, dissemination, integration and 
usage of lexicographic resources and solutions, and enhance 
interoperability with the academia and industry worldwide.

The roundtable featured short interventions by a 
representative of each organization, including one by video 
and another by skype, presenting their association and vision 

of Globalex, followed by a 
discussion with the audience. 
The main issues concerned 
the aims and obstacles facing 
Globalex, its organization, 
operation and meetings. 

The conference models ranged from dedicating a section 
to Globalex at the continental conferences, and alternating 
Globalex conferences with those of the different associations, 
to holding Globalex conferences on their own every few 
years.

The organizers have agreed to contribute to the new Globalex 
website http://globalex.link/, which begins operation this 
month. More details appear on page 4, and a reprint of Towards 
Peoplex, from 1997, is available on page 18.
Ilan Kernerman
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